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Lesson 0

Arabic alphabet 1 )

Let us learn the complete Arabic alphabet. The red base lines are given to show the position of the
letters relative to the line.
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ArabiC alphabet 2 gﬂ)g x

Let us learn the complete Arabic alphabet. English pronunciation of the letters are now removed to
help recognize and remember the letters. Yé
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Mixed |etters

Can we recognize all the letters if they are jumbled up? This exercise is to help us |dent|fy our problem
areas. If we find difficulty in recognizing any four or five letters, we need to go back to the previous

lesson and learn the letters.
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ArabiC Vowe| Fatha ()

All the vowel signs are written above or below an Arabic letter. FATHA is a short angular stroke written
ABOVE an Arabic letter. It sounds like "a" as in English word "car”. It can also sound like "a" as in "bat".

Alif ( 1) by itself cannot have a vowel sign. When we add a vowel sign on alif, we put a hamzah

(«)on
top of it.
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Arabic vowe| Kasra (-----) -U‘)"l

Y KASRA is a short angular stroke written BELOW an Arabic letter. It sounds like *i* as in Engis wars
o ) 'sit". Sometimes it sounds like "e" as in "beat". To add a vowel below Alif ( |), we need 0 pus 2 "amaae

(+) belowit.
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Arabic vowel Damma ( ------ ) U‘Us

DAMMA is a short loop-like stroke written ABOVE an Arabic letter. It sounds like "u" as in English
word "pull". Sometimes it also sounds like "0" as in "shoe". ‘
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Lesson 0

Practice with Vowels - @

The vowel signs help us pronounce an Arabic word correctly. In this exercise we will practice reading
the letters with the vowel signs fatha, kasra, and damma. ﬁ
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draCtice with vowels

ease note that each letter can have one vowel sign. Later we will see, in some special cases, they

In have two vowel signs. In this exercise we will practice reading the letters as follows:

Here each letter is shown with three vowel signs. We will A~ ) 2 A .:/
read each one of them first with fatha, then kasra, and then " C
damma. For example: daa, di, du; kha, khi, khu; ba, bi, bu. / / aal
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Lesson

Practice with Joining |etters 9 U'“)

Until this point, we learned individual Arabic letters. When these letters are used to form a word or a
sentence, they are written in a joined-up forms. The shapes of many of the letters change as they join
with the letters before it or after it. Sometimes the same letter changes its shape depending upon
whether it is used in the beginning, middle or end of a word. In English writing we do not see such
changes in the shapes of letters.

Each Arabic letter has four forms. These forms are: the letter by itself, beginning-, middle-, and end-
shapes. Below is a table showing the examples of the four forms.
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Usage at the

Usage at the
‘middle ofa word

Usage at the| |

beginning of a
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*/ ,ay Ltaison 8
Practice with tahweens |- 0 )

Let us now learn some other forms of vowel signs. The Arabic vowel signs fatha, kasra, and damma are

sometimes doubled. When doubled, they are known as TANWEEN. When tanween is used, the sound

of the vowel marks changes.
z gz

Lj U b @ ( Fathataan: It is two fatha signs. It is pronounced as

"an" as in "sun." While using, an alif is added at the end

. of the letter and fathataan is placed on the letter.
‘ ¥ ) ** g C ) (Kasrataan: It is two kasra signs below a letter. It is )
[ T e T 7~ X\, ~| pronounced as "in" as in "tin."
z Z z z) L S
N
‘é’_—@—@“ o @ Dammataan: It is two damma signs above a letter, It i?
L ,Q_ _&.a_’_ _u, N pronounced as "oon" as in "soon" or "moon."
* \Sometimes it is written as two damma % oras @
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Practice with - U‘ J 5I
' L L]

[ etters that don't )oin

Six Arabic letters are unique in many ways. Unlike all other letters, these six letters do not join with the

letters that come after them in a word. However, they do join if there is a letter before them. These six

letters are as follows: .

In these examples, first letter ‘ does not join Jf‘

with the letters after it, but as we can see below,
it joins with the letter that comes before it. All SiX
letters shown above behave in the same manner.
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Examples: joins with a letter that comes before it. Examples: does not join with a letter after it.
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Practice with sukoon

1 standard Arabic writing, the sukoon sign is a small circle (@) placed on top of a letter. It would mean
he sound of the letter is shortened. For example, lam becomes "I, kaaf becomes "k" and so on.

fowever, in the Qur'an, the sign (©) would indicate the letter is not pronounced at all. In the Qur'an,
he sukoon sign is a small flat half-circle (=), which means the sound of the letter is shortened.
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Practice with Lesson Jo y
Sukoon and tanween o

In this lesson we will practice reading words with sukoon and tanween.
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Lesson

Practice with Huroof Maddah

Sometimes, three Arabic letters ( (¢ 9 | ) are used to lengthen the sound of the short vowels. They
are called HUROOF MADDAH. The letter Alif (| ) lengthens the sound of fatha, the letter Waw ( o )

lengthens the sound of damma and the letter Yaa Qg lengthens the sound of kasra.

16 w

When these three letters are used to lengthen the sound of a vowel, the letters by themselves do not
take any vowel mark on top or below them. In the following example, letter — has a fatha sign on top,

but letter Alif ( 1) has no vowel sign, as it only lengthens the sound of fatha of letter .

The letter ( | ) lengthens the sound of the fatha sign
above the previous letter. "Ba" now sounds as long "Baa".
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B
Practice with Huroof Maddah

In this lesson we will continue reading two-letter words with long vowels
letters is used, the sound of the vowel is lengthened.
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Lesson 8

Practice with
Long Maddah | 18 )°

~ o~ o~ Sometimes a sign ~~ s used on top of a)
Y /; Lg /o.j ‘ letter. The sign indicates the sound of fatha is

stretch \
tched out much longer. i
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Practice with \ oA,
1,ong Vowels: Vertical Alif 19 )

\ . Sometimes the letter alif ( l ) is written as
B aa — ) B a N vertical stroke on another letter. The sound of
o . the vertical stroke is long "a." ' L
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R+a+b+b = Rabb

Practice with shadda

SHADDA is a sign placed on top of a letter to indicate that the letter is doubled. Unlike in English, the
letter itself is not written twice, but the sign indicates double usage. As such the sound of the letter is
made stronger A shadda is used alone or in combination with a short vowel or with a tanween.

Lesson

20 )9

same letters are usually not written side by side.

Here "o" is doubled. But in Arabic writing, two of thﬂ

7~ = 7~
— Use of two "ba" is shown. Instead of writing two of
&TJJ T e —I_ gf)_l_.) the same letters side by side, a shadda sign(lﬂ)is
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Practice reading i 3t

In this lesson, we will read and learn some of the familiar Islamic phrases. The meanings of the phrases
are given below the Arabic. Let us learn as many of these phrases and use them in our daily lives.

In the name of Allah, most-Kind, most-Merciful.

\o

TL;;..«., ;U/:\.:_;z.ﬁ J:&db

AT v

What Allah wishes. Glory be to Allah. All Praise be to Allah. Allah is the Greatest.

May Allah reward you well. [ ask Allah’s forgiveness. Allah willing.

,f!/j%jiﬁlj;i;;{! BRP o)

There is no power and no might except with Allah. May Allah bless you.

"

VM VA —s e danadl L 550

Allah is sufficient for me, there is no deity but Him.  Iseek protection with Allah from the accursed Shaitan.

. g2 gfa. £ ge B < —z Ega_ £
Jousrgeieasz ol dgaly AN N ol dgal

and I testify that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. I testify that there is no god but Allah,

R N d o 9}9/ i
A_J[SJ.JJAJJ M}J}ﬁlﬁir}lﬂ

May peace be upon you and mercy of Allah and His blessings.
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